Kitumba Zaire Gibberosa spawning log:

I purchased this group of wild caught (WC) Kitumba 2 males and 3 females on the summer of 2004.  After numbers of time of unsuccessful spawning, I decided that the very next spawning, I will have to strip the eggs out.

Jul 15 2005

My biggest female at around 6-6.5 inches was holding a mouth full after spawning with the alpha male.  

Picture of the alpha male and female:

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



This is almost exactly a year after I bought the group from Steve Perryman. She has total including this time 5 spawns. The earlier 4 spawns were not full term. She split her eggs from 2-10days. So after a 5 minutes debate inside my head, I decided to strip her. Here is a picture of her eggs.

And here is the result:
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I crushed a few eggs cause my female jumped out from my hand while I was striping her and damage a few eggs. And some eggs appear to have some white stuffs on them. They are not fungus. They are actually some string like stuffs attaching the eggs while she lays them. They do come over after a gentle rocking back and fore in the water. 

Well, I still have to take the damaged eggs out but I don't want to bother the fish anymore tonight. I will take them out first thing in the morning. What an exciting night.

The eggs are actually quite big... like the size of a corn.  Egg count is 15 eggs per tumbler.
2 tumblers have 15/15 eggs to start 

Jul 17 2005

tumbler #1 = 9 eggs 
tumbler #2 = 13 eggs 

On the other hand, my smallest female measured at 5.5"+ is holding this morning... Still deciding if I want to strip her. This is her second hold since july 2004
Finally got a tumber and return home around 5pm. Realize the female (the one with eggs) 's mouth is very small compare to this morning. I strip her right away and gotten only 8 eggs. Oh well... perhaps the male is too tired for all this spawning. Or she just released some or swallow some. 

Got 3 tumbler going now. 
#1 has 9 eggs. I can see half of them starting to show a line in the middle. 
#2 has 13 eggs. Some as #1... half of them starting to show a line in the middle 
#3 has 8 eggs. Still very fresh from her mouth. And no white on any of them.
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Close up on the eggs of the middle tumbler 13/15 eggs

[image: image5.jpg]



In this close up, you can see one of the egg is developing a line in the middle. And you can also see the end part of 2 eggs.
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Jul 18 2005 

After the filter died last night, I have to take it all out and clean it. All the dirt and junks and craps spilled into the main tank. I am not sure this will affect the eggs but it sure seems that way tonight. 

As of today 

Tumbler #1 went from 9 to 6 /15 eggs 
Tumbler #2 went from 13 to 8 / 15 eggs 

Total 8 bad eggs in a day. And all of those were looking good before the filter died. 

Tumbler #3 is still 8 / 8 eggs and they are pretty fresh... I guess too soon to know. However, 3 out of 8 eggs developed a hole in the middle of the egg. 

Not a good day in my tank today.

Jul 19 2005

I can tell the different between unfertile egg and fungus attack. With 10 bad eggs per tumbler, some were attacked by fungus, some were just unfertile, it will be more clear on the next time. Anyway, here is the report at day 4. 

Tumbler #1 5 /15 eggs 
Tumbler #2 5 / 15 eggs 
Tumbler #3 7 / 8 eggs 

At the very least, this little spawning can provide us some information about the 3 tumblers I am using. They all seem good for tumbling eggs.

July 20 2005 

Tumbler #1 starts with 15 eggs on July/15/2005, and now it has 4 eggs remain. All were doing good except that one egg already showing tail and head has a small fungus growing at the other side of the egg. To ensure it won't spread, I took the remaining 3 eggs out and put them in tumbler #2. I thought this fungus will spread and kill the egg. But that little one is a figther. I can see that its tail is still moving and fungus changing from big to small to midium size now. My hope is not high for it though. 

Tumbler #2 starts with 15 eggs on July/15/2005, and now it has 5 eggs remain. Some are showing tail. Some are showing the stage before the tail appears. The egg will start to change shape; started with an egg shape and slowly deforming into like a corn shape with a line in the middle. Then one end usually the smaller end will change color with black dots appearing. Then it starts to show the blood line. And then the tail and head will appear. 

Here are a couple pictures.
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Tumbler #3 starts with 8 eggs on July/17/2005- it has 3 eggs remain. I can see 2 of the eggs are having the deform shape or stage. 1 still remains egg shape. Usually, this mean it is a bad eggs.
Jul 24 2005 

I have combine all 3 tumblers eggs together. I have total 8 left. On July 22 2005, I can tell the stomach is forming. I can see the silver dot in between the baby fish and the egg sack. And today, I can swear I see blue color on their little eyes and heads. So far so good. Only thing I can pick wrong is one of the egg looks to me developing very slowly compare to others. It still has the bright red blood dot at the end of the egg sack.
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Jul 25 2005 

Just as I suspected, the slow develop egg with the blood dot starting to get fungus right at that red dot. I am not sure what to do about this. I know the chance for this fry to survive is low if I dont do anything. If I add meth blue, I am not sure if it will affect the other. 

I already separated that egg in another tumbler.

Jul 28 2005 

The bad egg is still there. The fungus has grow smaller, but it is still there. The egg sack was having 2 craters closer to the fungus. I thought it for sure will die in the morning. But today, the craters disappear and it still is swimming. 

All the other eggs are doing fine. It started to show some stripes in the body today. And they have blue eyes.

Aug 07 2005
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Aug 22 2005 

fry are doing well even after a 4 days vacation... (got a good friend that comes and feeds fish) They are eating and swimming nicely. They are already trying to show who is the boss at this age. I put them in a 10 gallon on Aug 10. They still had a little egg sack but I want to start feed before the egg sack is gone. By the way, they lost their egg sack altogether at Aug 15 2005 exactly a month after they are born.
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Sep 14 2005 

The fry are about 1”.
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Oct 1 2005 

fry are a bit over 1" mark. I got a jumper just the other day so I am down to 6 fry. They are fine, showing excellent color, and nice stripes. I was worry that perhaps they will not have as nice stripes as the parents but I was wrong. At the stage, I can see the mask forming. They are for sure showing different face mask than say Burundi fry at this age. 

The only different they are from their parents are they are not shy at all. They will come out to the surface and eat. They will not get skittish when you come close.

Oct 07 2005

These fry are well over 1" mark. They are swimming in my 75 gallon with juv. faoi, adult sandies, and a pair of zebra mloto brevis. They survive quite well. And they are fast enough to get to food. Here is a couple pictures of them.

[image: image15.jpg]



[image: image16.jpg]



Nov 02 2005 

More fry pictures. They are over the 1.5" mark.
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Dec 01 2005

Fry are now 2”.

Jan 04 2006 


Time for update of how the fry are doing... 

Here are the pictures of the first spawn group. They are spawned on July 15 2005 (I used the word spawned cause they are at egg forms, not stripe as fry). I kept these 6 cause they are the first fry I have with my WC Kitumba group. I have in total 2 males / 3 females in a 125 gallon tank with 1 brishlenose pleco. I picked one of them out and it is at 2.5"
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Feb 28 2006 

Here is an update of the 6 F1 Kitumba fry I keep from the WC group. This fish is over 3" long at this point. They were born July 2005. Very very friendly... Will not shy away from food, fingers, etc...
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Jul 18 2006 

3 days pasted the 1 year term. Those 6 juv. (egg forms and tumble since day 1 on July 15 2005) I have from my wild group is up for a measurment. I don't have pictures so you have to take my word for it... I miss some feeding. I believe in about 3" of the fish, I stop feeding them twice a day... Sometimes they go a couple of days without feeding... But oh well, I do that to all my other fry; burundi and Mpimbwe but they still get a bit larger than my Kitumba... 

The biggest one measured at 4.5" 
The smallest one measured at 3.25" 

The rest are all 4"

Sep 20 2007

My whole group of Zaire Kitumba frontosa wild caught + these 6 fry are sold.  There were more babies in between these first 6 but all were sold at around 1.25”.  It was quite an experience keeping them and spawning them.  If you have a tank 72” or longer, it is quite unique to keep frontosa.  They are sure beautiful and fun to live with.

I hope my experience and log will give you some helpful information.  If you have any more questions, you can email me and I will try my best to give you some answers.  Until then, happy fish keeping.
