Creating a community Tanganyika African Cichlids tank.

Most people know cichlids to be more aggressive and they do not make very good community fish.  Half the time, local fish stores will mis-inform hobbyists which cichlids should go with what regardless of size, behavior, or compatibility.  

For Lake Tanganyika African Cichlids, it is very simple.  A few steps that we can follow to determine if you can add several types of fish to make a peaceful community tank are:
1) Size of tank matters.  It is not how much water you can hold but the floor plan of your aquarium will determine how many types of fish you can keep in it.  


a) a tank under 30” long should be used for shell dwellers or species only tank.


b) 36” long tank specifically a 36”x12” (standard 33 gallon), or a 36” x 18” (50 gallon) should be used for keeping only a couple species of fish.


c) 48” long tank, my favorite for keeping a few different species tank size, is good for at least 3 to 4 types of fish.


d) 72” long tank, you are now open to even the larger fish like frontosa, or petrochromis.

2) Define areas for your fish.  This is very important to determine what type of fish you can keep together.  Basically, you can first separate your fish from mouth breeder to egg layer.  Mouth breeders will not require a specific area to guard.  After the spawning is done, the female will carry the eggs around.  But the egg layers will need a specific space.  They will guard the eggs, and later the fry until they are ready to leave the area.
So, choose your fish by defining an area in your tank.  Here is an example.  You can define a 75 gallon 48” x 18” depth tank into four sections:  Open water type, rock dwellers, shell dwellers, and sand dwellers.

Open water – you can choose fish like cyprichromis letopsoma (standard size).  They will zoom around the open water.  

Rock dwellers – this will be your general egg layers.  Fish like neolamprologus, calvus/comp, Julie., and leleupi will use the general rock structure to guard and spawn.  Providing a small rock structure for them is important and therefore, they will guard it from any other rock dwellers.  So if you want 2 types of rock dwellers, you can setup 2 piles of structures with a clear break of open area for at least 12” away.

Shell dwellers – shellies, like dwarf calvus, ocellatus, multi., or any type of fish that spawns in shells.  They need a shell bed.  My best advise is to keep only 1 group in a 48” long tank.  Keep the shell bed against the side of the glass.  The reason for that is many many fish like to eat smaller fry.  By keeping the shell bed against the side of the tank, the parents of the shellies’ fry will only need to guard on one side.

Lastly, sand dwellers – fish like xeno., callichromis, melanogenys, kilesa, and featherfin belongs to this group.  They will need an open area of the sand to spawn and be comfortable.  Remember when I talked about having 12” or more clean space between 2 rock structures, you can fill the space with this type of fish.  They are mouth breeder and therefore won’t guard the area until spawning time.  One type of sand dweller should be okay in a 48” long tank this setting.
3) Understanding fish natural behavior.  Fish like leleupi or cylindrius are shellies hunter.  They like to kill the female by pulling her from the tail out of her shell to eat the babies.  With that in mind, they should not be kept together.  Fish like birchardi should be kept in a species only tank.  They will colonize and terrorize your whole tank.  Another type of fish that gives a lot of people trouble including myself is Tropheus.  They are not entry level fish.  They require very clean water and specific type of food.  Tropheus should also be kept with a good number of fish.  Too few of them can result in aggressiveness and ultimately, death of some.

There are more things that I can go into specific but I don’t want to bore you.  If you have any questions about how to setup a basic Tanganyika community tank, feel free to email them to me.  I will try my best to answer them.  Or you can ask me in www.cichlid-forum.com Tanganyika section or in www.bcaquria.com  

So creating a multi species multi breeding African Tanganyika Cichlids tank is not very hard.  It is very rewarding to see multiple breeding types of fish all co-exist in one tank.

Thank you. 

 

Charles Lam
www.canadianaquatics.com
